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Protection and Development Strategies for Ancient Cities from the Perspective of Design art: Taking the
Ancient City of Xiurong in Xinzhou as an Example
ZHOU Tao
(School of Fine Art, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)
Abstract: Art and design, as creative artistic practices, have played a significant role in the progression of human
civilization. Ancient cities, as historical imprints, embody profound cultural heritage, yet their preservation and
revitalization face the dilemma of “prioritizing protection” versus “prioritizing development”. Xinzhou Xiurong Ancient
City serves as a case study, effectively harmonizing the conflict between tradition and modernity through cultural
preservation, regional prominence and innovative development. However, in order to break neglect of internal and
external symbiosis, predatory commercial development, and blind revival of the past. It was necessary to strengthen the
integrity of the design, reconciling the ancient city with its surroundings; combining ornamental and functional aspects to
improve the quality of life for residents; the integration of cultural inheritance and creativity will be achieved.
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content, rigid implementation, and superficial assessment. To address these issues, this paper introduces SOLO taxonomy
theory to specifically design curricula with tiered objectives, graded content, differentiated activities, and diverse
assessments. This approach guides educational participants to shift their perception of the Yungang Grottoes from cultural
symbol recognition to logical construction, which ultimately leads to the inheritance and development of cultural heritage.
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